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with culture of a higher order, now lend their strength to every cause 
of freedom, humanity, and progress, and have given the State an envi- 
able reputation for political firmness and uprightness, — a reputation 
which must have its sources in scattered villages and isolated farm- 
houses. The ponderous volume before us is full of exciting incident, 
and of the play of such passions and the exercise of such virtues as on 
an extended theatre produce world-famous conspirators, traitors, heroes, 
and patriots. The author sustains himself throughout with unflagging 
spirit, and his book will be read with unwearying interest. Not the 
least engaging portion of the work is an extended biographical chapter, 
which records all that tradition has transmitted of some thirty or forty 
of the chief citizens of Eastern Vermont during the last century, with 
autographs and portraits where they could be procured. Among these 
sketches we have read with peculiar interest quite a full biography of 
Eoyall Tyler, who had few equals, no superiors, among the wits of his 
day, — a more marked distinction, probably, than he possessed either 
at the bar or on the bench. 



24. — Old New York : or, Reminiscences of the Past Sixty Years. Be- 
ing an Enlarged and Revised Edition of the Anniversary Discourse 
delivered before the New York Historical Society, November 17, 1857. 
By John "W. Fkancis, M. D., LL. D. New York : Charles Roe. 
1858. 12mo. pp. 384. 

Few authors or books can afford to dispense with method; here, 
however, we have a book, which is altogether the more racy and at- 
tractive for the lack of method. In every attribute but that of dulness 
Dr. Francis is a Nestor among the literary and cultivated men of New 
York. For the last sixty years intimately conversant with the leading 
personages of the city, with large sympathies, with extensive social con- 
nections, a public-spirited citizen, a judicious philanthropist, a recognized 
friend of letters and the arts, an honored member of an influential profes- 
sion, a cultivator of science, — now, in old age, clinging indeed to what is 
good in the past, but with a hospitable mind and heart for all that is 
better in the present, and with a hopefulness made wise, but not weak, 
by experience, — he is the very man we need to throw the shuttle be- 
tween the former times and our own. On the inauguration of the new 
and beautiful building erected for the New York Historical Society, he 
was the orator of the day. In preparing for this duty, he wrote out his 
remembrances of New York as it was sixty years ago, of the processes 
of change and growth by which from the seaport of a State it has be- 
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come the metropolis of a continent, of the men of the last century, and 
of those of the two intervening generations who are no longer among 
the living. This volume was the result ; the Discourse as actually de- 
livered can have comprised but a small part of it. Dr. Francis writes 
as he might have told the story in successive sittings, bound by no pre- 
arranged order, but letting each name or topic suggest that which suc- 
ceeds. The style is colloquial, by which we do not mean slipshod, but 
unartificial, — the style in which one may talk, who adds to the fluent 
speech that is the gift and grace of nature the culture of a scholar and 
a gentleman. A large part of the narrative is necessarily personal ; 
and here we have perpetual reason to admire the author's kind, genial, 
tolerant spirit, his liberal standard of judgment, his reluctance to cen- 
sure, and readiness to approve and praise. Not that he lacks keen dis- 
crimination ; on the other hand, his friendly coloring marks differ- 
ences as broad as are often designated by the extremes of light and 
shadow ; but moral delinquencies alone provoke his censure, — di- 
versities of taste, sect, opinion, party, in no wise detract from his esti- 
mate of men's worth, ability, or usefulness. In fine, he presents the 
attractive spectacle of one to whom many years have brought their ripe 
maturity of wisdom, and conferred all that can make the aged vener- 
able, without chilling a single generous sentiment, or clouding in the 
least the sunshine that hung over him " sixty years " ago. 



25. — Life of John Fitch, the Inventor of the Steamboat. By Thomp- 
son Westcott. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1858. 
12mo. pp. 415. 

This is an interesting, but a very painful biography. That John 
Fitch made successful experiments in steam-navigation twenty-one 
years before Fulton's boat on the Hudson astonished the world, is be- 
yond a doubt ; but that his discovery was thrown aside and almost for- 
gotten, was, we cannot help believing, because he had not the moral 
endowments requisite to inspire confidence. As regards pecuniary 
matters he was rigidly upright, and this is no mean praise ; but with 
that exception there seems to have been in his character no one trait 
which could be admired. A renegade husband and father, an Ish- 
maelite in society, bristling with porcupine individualities, an inveterate 
complainer, with growing years sinking into beastly sottishness,* and 

* His biographer says, " It is believed he was not a drunkard " ; but Hon. Rob- 
ert Wickliffe writes, that he saw two instruments, by each of which Fitch conveyed 
one hundred and fifty acres of land to the tavern-keeper with whom he boarded at 



